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Linguistics/Spanish 9720 Ling 
"Language attrition" 

Winter 2018 
Department of Modern Languages & Literatures 

Western University 
 

Professor : Dr. Yasaman Rafat 
 
Lectures : Tuesdays: 12:30-3:30  
 
Email : yrafat@uwo.ca 

Office : Arts & Humanities Building, Rm 
3G28D 
 
Office hours : TBA 
 
Telephone: (519) 661-2111       ext. 81092 

 

 
https://www.todaytranslations.com/news/can-you-lose-your-first-language 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION 
The goals of this course is to examine language attrition with a focus on phonological 
attrition. We will discuss the effect of both linguistic and extra-linguistic factors that 
constrain language loss. We will also examine the other side of the coin: language 
reactivation.  
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES 

 Introduce students to the field of language attrition with a focus on phonological 
attrition 
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 Familiarize students with experimental approaches to examining attrition 

 Help students identify their own areas of interest in sociolinguistics and identify 
particularities of Hispanic sociolinguistics 

 Foster critical thinking in students 
 

EVALUATION/COURSE REQUIREMENTS  
Attendance and participation: 10% 

http://www.uwo.ca/research/ethics/


3 

 

confidentiality (e.g. names replaced by numbers). The student understands that the project 
must not involve more than minimal risk to the participants, as set out in the guidelines 
posted on the research ethics website. 

 

 Participants will be recruited from among acquaintances and other students from their 
department, never from the classes the student is TAing.  

 

 The data will be collected by means of on-line questionnaires, paper and pencil short tasks, 
or by audio-recording the participants, according to the most appropriate methodology for 
the topic under investigation. These data will be handled, coded and/or transcribed by the 
student, who will also analyze them to write the final project report. All data (tapes, 
spreadsheets created by the on-line survey, paper tasks, messages, etc.) will be destroyed 
after the grade appeal date for Winter 2017 (the mentor will ensure that the data are in fact 
destroyed). As stated in the syllabus, all testing materials must be justified according to the 
topic studied and will be carefully reviewed by the professor for approval prior to beginning 
her study. The student will prepare a letter that contains the details of her project and submit 
it to her mentor for approval prior to beginning her study. 

CALENDAR 

Week/Date Theme  Readings and short 
presentations 

1: January 9 
 

Introduction and interests  

2: January 16 Perceived foreign accent in 
the L1 

Hopp & Schmidt (2013) 
 

3: January 23 How to write a proposal 
Individual phonological 
attrition 
 

De Leeuw (2017) 
  

4: January 30 Suprasegmental change: 
intonation 

Mennen (2004) 

5: February 6 Segemental change: vowels Chang (2012) 
 

6: February 13 Language loss in adopted 
children 

Pallier et al. (2003) 
 

7: February 20  Reading Week   

8: February 27 Ethical conduct- visit from the 
Ethics Officer 
Language reactivation 

Oh et al. (2003) 

9: March 6 Language loss in adopted 
children  

Ventureyra et al. (2004) 

10: March 13 Language reactivation   Proposals due 
Pierce et al. (2014) 

11: March 20 Language change across 
generation and heritage 
speakers 

Rafat et al. (2017) 

12: March 27 How to write a paper 
Neurolinguistics of language 
loss 

Köpke (2004) 
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13: April 7  Oral presentations 

14: April 11 Final remarks Oral presentations 

CLASS MANAGEMENT 

 Students are expected to come to class regularly, having read the materials assigned and 

https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/index.cfm
https://studentservices.uwo.ca/
http://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/2010/pg113.html
http://turnitin.com/
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca/
http://westernusc.ca/services/
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/
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 Forwarding your UWO.ca email to a Hotmail, Gmail, Yahoo or other type of email account is 
not advisable. In some cases, messages from UWO.ca addresses sent to Hotmail, Gmail or 
Yahoo accounts are filtered as junk mail, which means that emails from your course 
instructor may end up in your spam or junk mail folder. 

 You are responsible for: 

 Ensuring you have a valid UWO email address  

 Checking your UWO email account on a regular basis. 

 Appropriate use: e-mail correspondence should be used only for administrative matters (e.g. 
make-up tests due to illness). All inquiries concerning course content including evaluations 
must be asked in class or discussed during office hours; 

 Self identification: please identify yourself clearly by including the course designator ‘SP 3314 
G’ in the subject line and your full name with student number in the message.  

 Response time: I will reply to all messages within 24 hours of receiving them. Please note 
that no correspondence will occur during weekends. If you do not receive a reply within this 
period, resend your message 
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1. Various 

 IPA Fonts (Go to Fonts > SIL Encore IPA Fonts > DoulosSIL) 
http://www.sil.org/ 

 The sounds of Spanish, English and German: 
http://www.uiowa.edu/~acadtech/phonetics/ 

 The sounds of the International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA): 
http://www.sil.org/computing/speechtools/ipahelp.htm 

 IPA chart, IPA handbook, Online phonetics lab: 
http://web.uvic.ca/ling/resources/ipa/handbook.htm 

http://www.sil.org/
http://www.sil.org/computing/speechtools/ipahelp.htm
http://web.uvic.ca/ling/resources/ipa/handbook.htm
http://www.uiowa.edu/~acadtech/dialects/
http://lab.chass.utoronto.ca/rescentre/spanish/
http://www.ethnologue.com/
http://www.youtube.com/user/keithjohnsonberkeley
http://www.iris-database.org/iris/app/home/search?query=questionnaire



